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and George F. Watts; but judged by any
ordinary standards, it would be impossible to
claim for Mm the position of a successful artist.
He had himself the conviction that he might have
become a fashionable painter, had he consented to
use his brush to please the popular taste. From
this he resolutely turned away. It was not until
" The Letters " were published in the year 1891,
that men came to know how great and pure a
spirit had been in their midst.

This unsuccessful artist turns out to have been
a supremely successful man. We cannot measure
success until we discover the goal of a man's effort.
There is, as Browning reminds us, " a high fail-
ure " and " a low success." * Smetham did not
aim merely at selling pictures, though of course
he desired a market for those he painted. He
sought something bigger than to make an artist
of himself. His eyes had seen " the King in His
beauty." There was for him this immeasurable
ideal, and he pressed forward " to apprehend that
for which " he had been " apprehended by Christ."
In " The Letters of James Smetham" we see

* See Dr. Horton's suggestive book "Success and Failure," pp. 51-
6?.